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AQUARIUMS JOIN TOGETHER FOR

Just look at the mission statements of the 218 AZA-accredited zoos 
and aquariums. All our missions (CMA included) are to serve as 
stewards and promote an appreciation and conservation of the earth’s 
ecosystems. The biggest ecosystem on Earth is our ocean, and it is in 
trouble. For centuries, we've thought of the ocean as limitless. Stand-
ing on shore, the ocean appears vast and never ending, a mysterious 
underwater world that stretches beyond the horizon. But research 
during the last 20 years proves that the ocean is limited and people’s 
actions are taking a toll. Pollution, habitat loss, overfishing and climate 
change are all affecting ocean health.

The need to comprehend and deal with the global impacts of climate 
change and ocean acidification is becoming increasingly urgent. 
Ocean environments in particular are being dramatically affected in 
ways that threaten the survival of marine ecosystems. Independently, 
many aquariums and zoos are presenting these complex concepts; 
but perhaps there is strength in a united approach.

In December 2008 the Monterey Bay Aquarium, National Aquarium 
in Baltimore, New England Aquarium and the Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums hosted more than 40 aquariums and related organiza-
tions at the Communicating Climate Change and the Oceans Summit. 
The goal of the summit was to elevate our collective focus on climate 
change and the creation of collaborative strategies for communicating 
climate change and inspiring solution-oriented actions among our 
institutions and audiences. CMA Director Mike Schaadt and Exhibits 
Director Ed Mastro were able to attend this summit and made a 
commitment that CMA would discuss with staff things we can all do 
to reduce our carbon footprints, both at CMA and at home. Reducing 
our carbon footprints through simple choices, such as turning off 
lights, adjusting thermostats and carpooling will reduce the amount 
of carbon dioxide we produce. In addition, we promised to produce a 
permanent exhibit on climate change and ocean acidification. We're 
glad to say that we have kept our pledges. 

In 2009, with grant funding from NOAA, an aquarium partnership was 
formed between the National Aquarium in Baltimore, Monterey Bay 
Aquarium and New England Aquarium to develop a national initiative 
to transform how aquariums and related informal science centers 
present the topic of climate change and the oceans. This partnership 

led to the Climate Interpretation Coalition, a collaboration of 
aquariums, marine sanctuaries, science centers, zoos and other 
informal learning organizations to build capacity to effectively 
communicate about climate change and the ocean. Since then many 
projects have been undertaken to achieve these goals. Among these 
were the creation of a national network for training, resource sharing 
and support, an interactive website and online seminars. In addition, 
exhibit interpretation was achieved through the production of 
portable, replicable, cart-based educational activities on climate 
change and the oceans to complement the interpretation of 
aquarium live-animal exhibits.

As a final product, The National Aquarium, New England Aquarium, 
and Monterey Bay Aquarium co-hosted the second Communicating 
Climate Change and the Oceans Summit in Baltimore April 15-17, 
2012. Since the first summit, much has happened in climate change 
education and communication. Ed Mastro and CMA’s Education 
Curator, Dr. Vic Chow, joined with staff from informal science centers 
from all corners of the United States (and other countries) to share our 
progress, successes and challenges in communicating climate change 
and its effects on our oceans. CMA and other aquariums have the 
potential to bring important environmental issues to the public by 
presenting the facts, explaining the science and motivating concern 
and action. Research by The Ocean Project indicates that climate 
change is the environmental issue of most concern to the public, yet 
most people do not associate climate change and carbon pollution 
with ocean health. 

The grant has ended, but our job is far from over and the need to 
understand and address the impacts of climate change is increasingly 
urgent. As National Aquarium’s CEO John Racanelli reminded us, 
“Our interconnected ocean is being affected in subtle and dramatic 
ways that threaten the survival of marine ecosystems.  The audiences 
we serve are primed to act on behalf of the planet’s natural systems, 
so it is incumbent on us to continue to work together, challenge each 
other and increase our reach.”

– ED MASTRO, CMA Exhibits Director

 NANCY HOTCHKISS, Senior Director of Visitor Experiences
 National Aquarium, Baltimore
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